Key Ecological Features on the Blake Plateau

Offshore South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida*
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Blake Ridge Diapir Cold Seep is a
geologic feature where methane gas
bubbles up through seafloor cracks. It
hosts a unique chemosynthetic
community of bacteria that use
chemical energy instead of sunlight to
make food for communities of mussels,
clams, and shrimp.

Stetson/Richardson Complex
includes some of the plateau's tallest
deep-sea coral mounds. Rising
hundreds of feet off the seafloor, these
mounds form the base of a complex
ecosystem with an enormous range of
biodiversity, from more than 200 coral
species to nearly 100 fish species.

Central Blake Knolls contains
scientifically and ecologically unique
coral species due to its existence in
deeper and cooler waters. As our ocean
continues to warm, it represents a
potential stronghold along the eastern
seaboard for deep-sea corals like the
reef-building Lophelia.

Million Mounds runs about 200 miles
from Georgia to central Florida and is
the world's largest discrete deep-sea
coral reef. The waters above the
plateau's coral mounds teem with life,
from threatened and endangered sea
turtles to massive sperm whales to rare
seabirds.

*Please note that while the Blake Plateau stretches from North Carolina to Florida, this
map only shows key areas offshore South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida. Conversations
with scientists helped shape the polygons' boundaries.
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